CLASSIFICATION OFFICE DECISION 


Title of publication: 

Down Under The Plum Trees 

Other known title(s): 

Not stated 

OFLC ref: 

1400241.000 

Medium: 

Book 

Author: 

Felicity Tuohy 


Michael Murphy 

Publisher: 

Alister Taylor 

Country of origin: 

New Zealand 

Language: 

English 

Applicant: 

Auckland Council 

Classification: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is 
restricted to persons who have attained the age of 16 years. 


Descriptive note: 


Sexual content and offensive language 


Display conditions: 


When the book is on public display, the classification given to the book 
must be shown by way of a label issued in accordance with a direction 
under s36(A)(2) of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 


1993. 


Date of entry in Register: 09 December 2014 

Date of direction to issue 09 December 2014 
a label: 


Date of notice of decision: 


No notice of decision has been issued 


Summary of reasons for decision: 

'Down Under The Plum Trees' was submitted by Auckland Libraries for reconsideration of its 
classification. The book is a resource on sex and social development, published in New Zealand 
by Alister Taylor in 1976. In 1977 the Indecent Publications Tribunal restricted the availability of 
the book to adults, but made it possible for people under the age of 18 to access the material if 
they were being instmcted by parents or professional advisers. The Classification Office 
considers that this classification is no longer appropriate. The book was written for adolescents 
and much of the content still has some relevance and educational value for that age group. 
However, a great deal of the information in the book is outdated. It is likely that some sections 
would mislead young readers who have not been exposed to, or understood, more recent 






information. There are other aspects of the book which now make it unsuitable for the age group 
it was intended for, not least the fact that it was written in the days before AIDS. The text and 
the personal stories reflect a culture still hedged around with social and sexual constraints that 
have undergone considerable change in the interim. Ignorance of the differences in the cultural 
context may lead to young readers failing to sufficiently question the contemporary relevance of 
the text and personal stories. Because of this some of the book’s advice may be harmful rather 
than helpful. 

Any restriction on the freedom of expression guaranteed by the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 
1990 is required to be reasonable and demonstrably justified. The Classification Office lias 
concluded that the availability of the book 'Down Under The Plum Trees' to children or young 
teenagers is likely to be injurious to the public good. However, to restrict the availability of the 
book to adults only places an unnecessary limit on the freedom of expression. People who have 
attained the age of 16 years are likely to have gained a degree of maturity and experience that 
would enable them to approach the book, without harm, as an interesting historical curiosity. 



